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ST PATRICK’S CHURCH, OKATO
36 CUMMING STREET, OKATO 4335

A LEGACY OF FAITH

St Patrick’s Church in Okato has stood as a beacon of faith and community
since its founding in the late 19th century. The original church was established
in 1880, with construction completed in 1881. It was designed by French
diocesan priest Fr Etienne Chastagnon, and built on one acre of land
generously donated by Dennis Doyle.

The church was formally opened and dedicated to St Patrick on 4 May 1881,
during a mission preached by Fr Theo LeMemant des Chesnais. That same year
marked the beginning of the M3ori Mission in Okato, established by the
Society of Mary.

Church photo’s with the permission of Taranaki Media
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St Patrick’s Church in Okato has stood as a beacon of faith and community
since its founding in the late 19th century. The original church was established
in 1880, with construction completed in 1881. It was designed by French
diocesan priest Fr Etienne Chastagnon, and built on one acre of land
generously donated by Dennis Doyle.

The church was formally opened and dedicated to St Patrick on 4 May 1881,
during a mission preached by Fr Theo LeMemant des Chesnais. That same year
marked the beginning of the Maori Mission in Okato, established by the
Society of Mary.

A PRAYER FOR VISITORS

Loving God,

As we step into this sacred space,

we give thanks for the generations who
have worshipped here,

and for the mission that continues to live in
this place.

May your peace rest upon all who enter,
your light guide those who seek,
and your love embrace every heart.

St Patrick, pray for us.
Amen.
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THE STATIONS OF THE CROSS

These sacred artworks were purchased in Germany in 1954 by
Reverend Father McDermott. Their presence in our church is
thanks in part to the generosity of parishioners, who
contributed donations toward their cost.
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For further detail, please contact -
The Catholic Parish of New Plymouth
T |06 757 3682
E | office@catholicparishnp.nz
www.catholicparishnp.nz



https://www.catholicparishnp.nz/
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MORE INFORMATION

Visit pndiocese.org.nz/YearofJubilee2025
or scan the QR code




